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of three cosmetically acceptable skin removal techniques in
men undergoing bilateral nerve-sparing radical
prostatectomy. To determine whether the sponges, suction,
or a combination of them were associated with different
morbidities. We reviewed a prospectively maintained
database and analyzed the following variables: patient
demographics, intraoperative, surgical, and pathologic data,
and perioperative complications. From 2003 to 2007, 355
patients underwent bilateral nerve-sparing radical
prostatectomy. All patients had sponges placed in the
surgical field. One hundred six patients (50%) had a suction
sponge placed between the endopelvic fascia and the
prostate, 69 (32%) had a suction sponge placed between
the bladder and the endopelvic fascia, and 35 (16%) had
both. Data were further analyzed by comparing the 1-sided
Fisher's exact test or t-test for categorical and continuous
variables. The mean age was 62.7 years; 203 (56%)
patients had pathologically organ-confined disease; and the

1/3

median preoperative prostate-specific antigen level was 7.7
ng/mL. The incidence of complications was similar between
patients with these 3 techniques. The incidence of
intraoperative urinary extravasation was lower in the
combination group than in the suction group (12% versus
17%, P = 0.03). Of the patients experiencing urinary
extravasation, the incidence was similar among the 3
groups (P = 0.16). The incidence of intraoperative bladder
injury was the same for the combination and suction groups
(2% versus 3%, P = 0.69) but lower in patients with a
suction sponge (1% versus 6%, P = 0.02). The overall
incidence of postoperative urinary tract infection was lower
in patients with a combination of sponges than in those with
a suction sponge (5% versus 11%, P = 0.04). There were no
other differences in complications or recurrence rates.
Bilateral nerve-sparing radical prostatectomy can be
accomplished with an acceptable morbidity and recurrence
rate using a combination of sponges in the surgical
field.Turkey's Defense Ministry has said that the U.S.-led
coalition fighting the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
(ISIL, also known as ISIS) group did not share the details of
the ongoing attacks targeting Syrian Kurdish forces with
Ankara, as it has been claiming. A statement released by
the Defense Ministry
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