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comNew evidence in the worldwide investigation into the Novichok
nerve agent poisoning of a former Russian spy and his daughter in the
UK has revealed a complex poison produced by the highly-specialised
Novichok production team at the Kremlin’s military weapons
laboratory, according to the British government. The Russian Vx nerve
agent was found at the country’s MI6 headquarters in a former double
agent’s flat, as well as in the home and car of the pair’s daughter.
They were critically ill after symptoms including nausea, vomiting and
involuntary muscle contraction emerged on March 4 and died four
days later. Questions have been asked about the ability of both former
Russian double agents, Sergei Skripal and his daughter, Yulia, and the
men who handled them in the aftermath of their assassination
attempt to access and process the poison if, for example, they were
being held at a location not under full surveillance. A new report by
the British government into the attempted assassination of Skripal and
his daughter that was released on Friday said the nerve agent that
contaminated their victims was “a previously unknown substance”
and contained “a range of unique toxic organophosphates”. The
report, which contained no new evidence into the case, was briefly
described by UK Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson as having been “the
most significant incident” of the post-cold war period. He said it
required “extraordinary levels of determination and skill” to produce
and deploy. “The RUSAL (Russian Vx) programme was the first to use
a specific organophosphate chemical nerve agent,” according to the
report. Yulia Skripal was found unconscious in the front yard of her
partner’s house in Salisbury, while Sergei Skripal was found “stiff and
unresponsive” in a wooded area near a suitcase. The report described
the pair as “highly likely to have been exposed to a nerve agent” on
March 4. The report did
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